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DEJCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (I known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE
-

Fairfield house is presently a five-part complex with a two-and-a-half
story hipped roof central block having walls of irregular native limestone
ashlar throughout. Twentieth-century additions to the complex include

the dormers on the central block, the one-story attached dependencies at
the farthest ends of the complex, the additions to the rears of the
original one-story wings, and the broad screened-in one-story porch on
the garden front; the small one-story portico on the entrance front is

a nineteenth-century addition.

The plan of the central block is a striking parallel to that of Kenmore,
having the drawing room extended across three of the five bays on the
garden front, with two nearly square rooms in the other corners. The
stairhall is arranged almosgt precisely as that of Kenmore, the stairway
ascending in the same manner, and . ;paving g similar balustrade detail.
Fairfield lacks the rich plaster-work ‘decoration of Kenmore, but the
surviving woodwork and panelling in the principal rooms is of fine quality.
The drawing room chimney-piece features a panelled overmantel flanked by
Doric pilasters on pedestals.

Fairfield retains a number of old outbuildings, none of which can be
positively dated from the eighteenth century. The most interesting is the
large brick, frame and stone barn to the gguth of the house. A much enlarged
and altered early overseer's house stands to the east. of the main house.
Fairfield's extensive gardens are ornamented with an abundance of fine
English boxwood, some of which is believed to have survived from the
eighteenth century.. The paatoral setting of.the entire complex is quite
beautiful and unspoiled.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Around 1765 Warner Washington (1715 1791) married Hannah Fairﬁax,

+ daughter of William Fairfax of Belvoir. Washington, who was a
grandson of Lawrence Washington (d.' 16977/98) and therefore a first

v cousin of George Washington, Had previously been married to Elizabeth

" Mason of New Kent County. About the time of Warner Washington's
second marriage, he acquired some 1600 acres from his brother-in-
law, George William Fairfax, in a part of Frederick County that
later became Clarke County. On this tract, called Fairfield,
Warner Washington erected the massive stone mansion which probably
was completed by 1770. George Washington visited his cousin at
Fairfield on numerous occasions, as the General's diaries indicate.

Fairfield has a close architectural kinship to several Tidewater
Virginia houses, most notably Kenmore. It has been suggested
that the appearance of Fairfield may have been influenced by

in the vicinlty of Fairfield at the time it is believed to have
been built. Regardless of the design source of Fairfield, it
remains one of the largest and most impressive of the interesting
group of stone colonial mansions in northern Virginia. 1Its
historic significance is greatly enhanced by its associations
with the first President and his family.
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November 19, 1969
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Room 1116, Ninth Street State Office
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National [7]
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State

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-663), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service.
level of significance of this nomination is:

The recommended

L.ocal

0

.Dr. Fdward P. Alexander, Chairman
Titie Virginia Historic Landmarks Commipgsion

Tate

1 hereby certify that this property is included in the
National Register.

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation

Date

ATTEST:

Keeper of Tha National Reglater
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U.5.G.5. 73" quadrangle (Scales 1124000)
Berryville, Va.-W.Va, (1955)

Fairfield

Latitude Longitude
NW 390 q11¢ 3y 770 561 457
NE 39° 111 37m 77° 550 43w
SE 39° 10t 30n 770 55 43n
SW 399 10 300 77° 561 45






